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Boston Indicators



How many people are homeless in Greater 
Boston and what are the recent trends?





Boston









Who, specifically, is falling into homelessness?







Recent changes to “Right to Shelter”

• October 2023: Capped emergency shelter to 7,500 families 

• April 2024: Created 9-month time limit for families staying in the 

emergency shelter system 

• July 2024: Limited stays in overflow sites to five days and prioritized 

for permanent shelter families with veterans, families who become 

unhoused due to no-fault evictions, and families who become 

unhoused by natural disasters. 







How does Greater Boston’s housing shortage 
contribute to higher rates of homelessness?



Rent and Per Capita 
Homelessness
Central cities of largest metros with 
Continuums of Care. 2023. 

Rent is the monthly average of Zillow Observed Rent Index, across Jan - Dec 2023. Per Capita homelessness rates are calculated using 2022 1-Yr ACS 
population totals.



Home Values and 
Per Capita 
Homelessness
Central cities of largest metros with 
Continuums of Care. 2023. 

Home value is monthly values of the Zillow Home Value Index, averaged across Jan - Dec 2023. Per capita homelessness rates are calculated using 2022 1-Yr ACS population totals.



Change in Homelessness and Rental Vacancy Rates Over Time
From 2007. Greater Boston.



Thank You

Access the full report: 
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