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Legalizing Mid-Rise Single-Stair 
Housing in Massachusetts

A Report on The Impact of Allowing Mid-Rise 
Point Access Blocks on Housing Design and 
Development in Greater Boston and Beyond.



Legalizing Mid-Rise Single-Stair Housing in Massachusetts 2024 2

The Issue

US & Canada Elsewhere
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The Record of Supply
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The Conversation
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The Support
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1 STATUS QUO 
VS. 

SINGLE-STAIR
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Status Quo Podium Building

● Only Works at Large Sizes 
(11-15k floorplate)

● No Cross Ventilation
● Only 1 Aspect for natural light
● Less family sized units
● Inflexible Podium Design
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Double-Loaded 
Footprints
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Point-Access-Blocks (PABs)
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Point-Access-Blocks (PABs)
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Point-Access-Blocks (PABs)
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More Air & Light
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More Air & Light



Legalizing Mid-Rise Single-Stair Housing in Massachusetts 2024 14

Family Sized
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Corridor vs. Single-Stair

Multifamily in Boston
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Better
Urbanism
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The Missing Middle
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Missing More Over Time
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Missing Also Because it’s Expensive

Courtesy of Center for Building in North America

Cost of Housing Typologies Around the World
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Unlocking Production



Legalizing Mid-Rise Single-Stair Housing in Massachusetts 2024 21

2 GREATER BOSTON 
HOUSING HISTORY
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Historic 
Single-Stair
Fabric
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Single-Stair Today
(by code)
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Single-Stair 
Today

(Suburbs)
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Single-Stair 
Today

(Greater Boston)
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3 EGRESS CODE 
LANDSCAPE
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Single-Stair 
Worldwide
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Single-Stair 
Worldwide
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Less Than 
Stellar Fire 
Record
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US & Canada Elsewhere

Fire Protection Strategies
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Code Limitations
American Football Field
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Code Limitations
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What Some People Think

Two-Stairs Single-Stair
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What it Really Means

Two-Stairs Single-Stair
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Change Happening
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Our 
Proposal
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4 POINT LOADED 
POTENTIALS
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New England 
Fine-Grain Fabric

161,860 
Parcels
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Development Ready 
Small to Medium
Parcels

● 0.1 FAR

● 15 min. walk 
to T stop

● Remove 
open space / 
parks

● Remove 
un-buildable 
geometries
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4,955 Parcels
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Extra-Small
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Small



Legalizing Mid-Rise Single-Stair Housing in Massachusetts 2024 43

Medium
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Thank You!


